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Padstow Lifeboat Spring Newsletter 2008 

Welcome -  to the Spring edition of our station newsletter.  On the press side of things it has been 
very quiet since our last issue, with only one shou t that you will read of elsewhere in the  
newsletter.   
 
Readers may remember our last issue and the front c over picturing our lifeboat after completing 
two very long and arduous rescues in extreme weathe r conditions, well it is my great pleasure to 
report that Coxswain Alan Tarby is to receive the t hanks of the institution on vellum, Luke Chown 
and Chris Murphy will receive framed letters of tha nks from the RNLI chairman along with Michael 
England, Neil Simpson, Steve Nicholas, Ian Kitto, D ave Flide and Tom Norfolk who will each  
receive an individual letter of appreciation signed  by the chief executive of the RNLI .  I know the 
lads will not make a fuss of this and will just say  that they are just doing their job.  Can I pass on  
the congratulations of the Management team. 
 
There will be some changes and a overhaul to our we bsite in the coming weeks.  Tracy Cayton- 
Smith our webmaster has decided to step down and ou r LOM Trevor Platt will be taking over the 
job of keeping you all up to date from the boathous e.  My thanks to Tracy for all her hard work on 
the website, I know from all the comments from visi tors and the emails that I receive that it is very 
well received.  Tracy has taken up the post of Pres s Officer at Newquay Lifeboat  
Station. 
 
If you have any comments about this newsletter or h ave a story or photographs that you think may 
be of interest then please contact me at the addres s below or by email. 
 
Sue Norfolk– Padstow Lifeboat Station Press Officer ,  
Boslandew, 27 Church Lane, Padstow PL28 8AY. 
Email: suen@padstow-lifeboat.org.uk or visit the we bsite on  www.padstow-lifeboat.org.uk       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman’s Message 
Spring is with us and the days are lengthening  whe n new and old boats take to the water.           
Normally there's no problem, but often when there i s a problem  it is serious. It is just as well that  
the R.N.L.I. does not have seasons, cold, wet, wind y or hot dry summers, they are prepared and 
ready for action, 365 days a year.  It may have bee n quiet this Winter on emergency call outs  
but Alan and his Crew have been busy each week with  official training.  
 
The Guild have formulated a fantastic season of eve nts for fundraising which are already under-
way. The boathouse again this year is being  manned  by volunteers each weekend including Bank 
Holidays and the school holidays. Without all these  efforts, it is a dreadful thought what might   
otherwise happen to the people in distress. The R.N .L.I. exists to save lives.  
 
On a different tact we welcome Mr and Mrs Prideaux- Brune back to the  fold.  Mr Peter Prideaux-
Brune as our President brings many years of support  to the R.N.L.I. and much expertise.  
 
Finally, I can't resist:- Well done Wales on the Gr and Slam.  
 
John Stephens - Chairman of the Management Group.  
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 LOM’S Report  
 
Since the publication of the Autumn Newsletter it h as given me great pleasure to welcome Peter 
Prideaux-Brune back as President of the Padstow Lif eboat. His family has been associated with 
the Padstow Lifeboat from it’s founding in the 19 th century. 
Indeed, we have one of the silver medals presented to his ancestor (one of the four Miss Prideaux-
Brune sisters involved in a daring rescue in the Ca mel Estuary in 1879) on display in the Crew 
Room at the station. 
 
In the middle of February our Chairman brought Pete r and Elisabeth Prideaux-Brune to the boat-
house and they were given the “Grand Tour” by Alan and Michael. The visit should have coincided 
with an Inspector’s Exercise but  this was postpone d for a week.   Peter and Elisabeth were  
delighted to witness the lifeboat launch on a stati on exercise. They both thoroughly enjoyed the 
afternoon. 
 
In my previous jottings I did ask for female volunt eers to join the crew and I can now report that 
this request fell on stony ground. Due to the restr ictions placed upon the number of crew we are 
allowed to carry on the boat for exercise purposes,  we feel that we have a full complement of crew 
at present. To ensure hands-on training is given to  all crew members we are having to launch twice 
on exercise evenings. 
 
Finally my thanks go to Alan and Michael for puttin g up with me and to the DLA’s Steve, Nick and 
John for their unfailing commitment. 
 
Capt R  T Platt 
Lifeboat Operations Manager 
 
 

Beach Lifeguard Report 

                                                                                      Dan Hutton new l ifeguard supervisor 
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RNLI Lifeguards North Cornwall would like to welcom e Dan Hutton aboard, as one of our Lifeguard 
Supervisors.  Dan is one of our most experienced lo cal lifeguards and has over thirteen years of 
lifeguarding experience.    

North Cornwall lifeguard recruitment is underway an d anyone looking for seasonal employment as 
a lifeguard can visit www.rnli.org.uk/jobs     Within the North Cornwall area Easter Season Li fe-
guard cover will take place at Treyarnon Bay, Harly n Bay, Polzeath Beach on the 21 - 24 March 
2008, hereafter all beaches close.   Harlyn Bay and  Polzeath will re-open on the 1st May until 30th 
September. Porthcothan, Treyarnon, Constantine, Boo bys, Trevone and  Trebarwith open on the 
17th May.   We are all Looking forward to another b usy summer season.  The North Cornwall     
Lifeguard team.          

Bobby Renaud 
Area Lifeguard Manager - North Cornwall 
RNLI Beach Lifeguards 
Wadebridge ASC 
Trevilling Road 
Wadebridge 
Cornwall 
PL27 6HF   Mobile : 07855418855 
Phone / Fax : 01208815465  
eMail : brenaud@rnli.org.uk    

Website : http://www.rnli.org.uk/lifeguards 
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Station News - Coxswain Alan Tarby writes 
 
After the busy summer we have had a really quiet wi nter, our last service call was on November 
22nd! Looking out towards Stepper Point as I write this  I’m quite glad not to be afloat today. 
As a result of incidents in other areas there have been a few changes to the way we operate; the 
most significant is the restriction on the number o f crew we can carry for call outs, exercises and 
PR launches. This has meant having to draw up a rot a for attendance and having exercises every 
week instead of every fortnight. 
So far it seems to be working very well, the bonus being that crewmembers can plan their time  
better as they now know which weeks they have to at tend. 
Obviously the new rules will impact on Lifeboat Day s and Sea Sunday as we will be severely  
restricted as to the numbers of people who are on t he boat but hopefully the overall effect will be 
to improve safety for all. 
 
In addition to their normal duties 5 of the crew ha ve been studying to obtain their RYA Yacht 
master certificates. James Chown, Mike England, Ste ve Conium, Steve Nicholas and Mike Smith 
have been attending lessons run by Carl Brenton fro m Camel School of Seamanship. Once they 
pass the theory exam they can go on to Poole to do the practical exam which is the standard now 
required by the RNLI for all their Coxswains. 
 
Some of you may have seen the recent episode of Blu e Peter, which was filmed at the sea survival 
tank in Poole. Some more footage was filmed recentl y at our station and we hope to see it featured 
soon. It was an excellent insight into the sea surv ival training, which all Lifeboat crews undertake 
as part of their basic training. The footage shot a t Padstow shows the further drills that are  
practised in our normal weekly exercises. 
 
Saturday 15 th March will see us all undergoing fitness testing t o ensure that we are fit enough to be 
crewmembers! In conjunction with the University of Portsmouth a series of tests have been  
developed which will test the minimum standards req uired from all Lifeboat crews. There are  
different tests for All weather Lifeboat crews and Inshore Lifeboat crews. The tests have been 
rolled out across the country and we are one of the  last stations to be tested. 
The pass rate so far has been good but I’m sure we will soon alter that! 
 
Following the popularity of weekend opening last ye ar we are hoping to extend the season this 
year and also to include Bank holidays. Whilst this  can never make up for the lost opportunities of 
Open days it will go a little way towards giving th e public more of a chance to see the new boat 
and boathouse. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Blue Peter presenter Andy Akinwolere during a recen t visit 
To Padstow Lifeboat Station.   
 
 
                                                                                                  Andy  releases the lifeboat for launching 
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Mechanics News –Mike England writes 
 
As you will already know we had a very busy time of  it last year with plenty of call outs and  
exercises. 
Michael Smith has been passed out as a Mechanic on our Tamar and has become joint 2 nd  
mechanic.  
There have also been a lot of other things going on  in and out of the division. 
 
A friend of mine Nathan Woodcock, the Station Mecha nic at St.Mary’s on the Isles of Scilly passed 
away suddenly on the 13 th of July last year. It is made even more tragic in that he was only 23 and 
had his whole career ahead of him. Many hundreds of  people attended his funeral, with the  
Scillonian being full of Lifeboat men from the Divi sion and beyond. We certainly gave him a good 
send off. He leaves behind his partner Vicky and li ttle Daughter Megan. A group of us from within 
the Division helped out with cover on St.Mary’s unt il they appointed a replacement. I covered three 
weeks over last summer, for a week at a time. A lov ely place to spend time, just a shame under 
such unfortunate circumstances. I 
n my absence Chris and Mike provided cover. I would  like to thank them for their efforts during the 
summer, which is a very busy time for them both. We  ended up having a call out on all three of the 
Fridays I returned back to Padstow! 
 
Andy Harris the Mechanic from Salcombe joined us in  the autumn for a few days for some training 
on our Boat. They have recently received their new Tamar-‘The Baltic Exchange III’. Some of the 
Divisional Technicians have also been spending some  time with us so that they can also get used 
to having a new class of boat in the Division to wo rk on. 
 
Before Christmas I was also lucky enough to take a trip down the Thames on a Lifeboat. Barrow’s 
new Tamar 16-08 was in London for a corporate fundr aising event and needed to be taken back to 
Poole. Some of the Barrow Crew went along on the tr ip for training with a Staff Coxswain and they 
needed a Mechanic, so I volunteered. The boat was m oored at St.Katherines Dock, which is right, 
by the Tower of London. We had a good trip, stoppin g at Ramsgate and Eastbourne on our way 
back to Poole. Having one of the first Tamar Lifebo ats has meant that we have been called upon a 
great deal to help out with training and to provide  crew for Station relief, trials and passages. 
 
The New Year has brought a few changes with Kevin h aving to stand down as 2 nd mechanic due to 
the pressures of work and other commitments. He sti ll remains as one of the team and I would like 
to thank him for his previous service. Alan Hoskin has continued his training and has recently 
come back from Poole having completed the Approved Engine course. With further training back 
on station he will be ready to be passed out by the  Divisional Engineers on one of their inspection 
visits. This will add to our very healthy and respe ctable team ‘below decks’! 
 
Finally at long last the workshop has been complete d. It was a long wait but it was well worth it. 
Thanks must go to Lee the carpenter who did a wonde rful job and to the trust that funded the fit 
out 
 
Mike England. 
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TIMES GONE BYE 
From George Phillips 

 
ON Saturday December 15, 1979, HM Coastguard inform ed the honorary secretary of Padstow 
lifeboat station that a vessel three miles north we st of Trevose Head had transmitted a mayday 
distress signal and needed immediate help. In view of the extreme weather  
conditions the honorary secretary decided to go to the boathouse before authorising a launch. 
Here he learned that the vessel was the 2,800-ton G reek freighter ‘ Skopelos Sky,’ now 2½ miles 
north of Padstow Bay steering 035° at 7 knots, with  15 crew on board. At 19.44hrs a mayday  
relay from Land's End Radio stated that ‘ Skopelos Sky’ had a dangerous list and required  
helicopter assistance. 
The wind had been blowing up to violent storm, forc e 11, from a generally westerly direction 
since the previous day and by 06.00hrs had reached force 14 on the anemometer at RAF  
St Mawgan. Widespread damage had been caused in Cor nwall. It was now north west storm, 
force 10, gusting to hurricane, force 12, with rain  squalls, and the tide was in the second hour 
of flood. The seas were by far the worst any of the  lifeboat crew had ever contemplated. 
 
Coxswain Trevor England had all stowages checked fo r security should the lifeboat be cap-
sized and ordered all lifejacket light plugs remove d and all personal safety lines to be worn. 
Then, after consultation between the coxswain and t he honorary secretary, the 48ft 6in Oakley 
lifeboat James and Catherine Macfarlane was launched at 09.52hrs.  Within a minute of leavi ng 
the slip the lifeboat was clear of any lee and Coxs wain England shouted the first of his custom-
ary warnings to the crew in the after cabin on the approach of an extra heavy sea. After a few 
minutes, however, he ceased shouting warnings becau se extraordinary seas were continuous. 
He set course 055°M to clear Newland Island and fou nd himself having repeatedly to ease the 
throttles as enormous seas were encountered. Even s o, the lifeboat achieved only one knot 
less than her maximum speed and, with nearly half a  knot of flood tide helping her, she 
rounded Newland at 1020. Skopelos Sky was 1½ miles offshore in Port Quin Bay with a star-
board list. 
Coxswain England's first thoughts were to ask her t o anchor, but neither the lifeboat nor coast-
guards could obtain any reply from ‘ Skopelos Sky’, which was now on a south-west course. 
The Coastguard designated helicopter Rescue 69 'on scene commander'. At 10.35hrs the life-
boat prepared to approach the freighter's port quar ter, and Second Coxswain Richard Tummon 
took charge on deck, putting fenders out on the lif eboat's starboard side. The casualty then  
altered course north east and the lifeboat's fender s had to be changed to the port side. During 
this operation one fender was lost overboard and Co xswain England decided to retrieve it in 
order to see if it would be possible to rescue surv ivors from the water. 

 
Helicopter Rescue 69 told the lifeboat on VHF radio that he had no commu nication with the 

casualty and asked the lifeboat to stand by while h e attempted to lift the crew. An additional 
helicopter then arrived on scene. He, too, reported  no communication with the casualty, but the 
lifeboat had now established communication with ‘ Skopelos Sky’ on 2182 kHz and this proved 
to be the only means of contact. 
Coxswain England asked the master if he could ancho r and received the reply that it was too 
rough to send a man on to the fo'c'sle. Ilfracombe Radio asked the lifeboat to obtain the  
intentions and full description of the casualty, wh ile the Coastguard asked the lifeboat to  
obtain details of the cargo and bunkers carried bec ause they were now unable to raise her on 
MF. The lifeboat was able to pass the infor-mation that ‘ Skopelos Sky’ was 105 metres long, 17 
feet draught and intended to keep five men on board  to try to save the vessel. She carried 
drums of lubricating oil and 90 tons of bunkers. 
 
After three men had been lifted off, the helicopter 's winchman hit the freighter's superstructure 
three times and the pilot suggested the lifeboat go  in for the remainder. The casualty steamed 
head to sea and the survivors were gathered aft, bu t the height of decks was such that it  
depended on the arrival of the right sea at the app ro-priate moment to carry the lifeboat high 
enough to get the men off. The lifeboat was ranging  between the level of the casualty's  
propeller boss and her main deck. 
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Coxswain England used all his very considerable boa t-handing skill and the full power of his 
engines. Even so the lifeboat's forward fairlead wa s badly damaged when ‘ Skopelos Sky’ 
rolled heavily on to the lifeboat. After five along side attempts, during which one man threw his  
suitcase down on to the lifeboat, the freighter's c rew waved the lifeboat away indicating that 
they would only abandon ship by helicopter. Through out the five attempts to get alongside 
Second Coxswain Tummon and his deck party were on t he foredeck of the lifeboat ready to  
receive the survivors. 

Coxswain England had by now con-cluded that rescue by lifeboat was impossible, except 
perhaps from the sea itself, and so he asked the he licop-ter to try again. The lifeboat then 
stood by the casualty's stern while seven more men were lifted. It was just after 11.00hrs and 
the 'on scene commander' asked the lifeboat to rema in standing by until further notice. 

‘Skopelos Sky’ now began steaming east-west in a figure-of-eight p attern across Port Quin 
Bay at 5 to 6 knots, with the wind and sea mainly o n alter-nate beams, still with her starboard 
list due to the shift of cargo. 

 
At 14.00 hrs the wind was still gusting to force 12  and the state of the sea in Port Quin Bay was 
awesome. Close inshore nothing could survive. Peopl e watching from the cliffs 200 feet high at 
Doyden Point were losing sight of the lifeboat comp letely for many seconds at a time although 
she was no more than a quarter of a mile off shore.  Coxswain England afterwards said he felt 
like 'an insect in a ploughed field'. 
The lifeboat kept constant station on the casualty' s quarter, taking every possible advantage of 
whatever lee the freighter herself afforded but bei ng dangerously exposed every time 
‘Skopelos Sky’ reversed her course; then it was only the most skil ful handling by the coxswain 
in meeting the worst of the waves which was prevent ing a capsize. 
 
Arrangements were being made for Clovelly's 71 ft C lyde class lifeboat City of Bristol to take 
over from Padstow lifeboat at dusk with Padstow rel ieving again in the morning. Clovelly life-
boat had to be diverted to answer another call, how ever, and Coxswain England said he would 
be willing to remain with Skopelos Sky all night if necessary. 
 
By 1500 it was apparent that it would be dark befor e long and helicopter rescue might be im-
possible. Coxswain England advised the master of th e casualty to steam to seaward and drop 
both anchors and all the cable he had in an attempt  to save the ship, but the master was  
unwilling to take this action because of the heavy seas being ship-ped over the fo'c'sle. 
 
In the next hour the lifeboat relayed three message s from the Coastguard to the master of  
‘Skopelos Sky’ advising helicopter lift, which could no longer be delayed. As the last message 
came through at 15.55hrs the helicopter Rescue 21 asked the lifeboat to inform the casualty 
that he would now fly over him and advised him that  the remaining crew should come off now. 
At about 16.00hrs the master said he would head int o wind to drop anchor and then he would 
be ready to be lifted off in about 15 minutes. He a sked the lifeboat to stand close by while he 
sent a man forward to let go anchor in case the man  should be washed overboard. The lifeboat 
came in as close as possible to the freighter's sid e and the anchor was dropped at about 
16.20hrs.  However, not enough cable was veered and  it simply hung up and down. Rescue 21 
lifted off three more men by 1635 and it was then d ark. 
 
The master and one oiler were still on board and th ey shut down ‘ Skopelos Sky's’ engines and 
switched off all her lights as she lay bows south w est and began drifting in with the lifeboat 
still between her and the shore. By 17.00hrs only t he master remained to be lifted.  Rescue 21 
had departed and a Sea King, Rescue 90, using her searchlight, was trying to lift the maste r 
from the after end of the ship.  At 17.10hrs Coxswa in England reported that he estimated the 
casualty would be ashore in about 15 minutes. Soon afterwards the people on the cliffs lost 
sight of the lifeboat as she disappeared under the headland over which spray was still flying. 
Five minutes later the coxswain reported that he wa s now pulling out from between the casu-
alty and the shore.  
The Sea King was still trying to rescue the last ma n as Skopelos Sky grounded below Doyden 
Point at 17.23hrs. Then he was lifted clear and sec onds later the entire freighter was obliterated 
in spray as she was hit by an enormous breaker. As the spray cleared, what had been a list to 
starboard, that is to seaward, had been transformed  into a 45 degree list to port, hard among 
the rocks. The lifeboat congratulated the Sea King.  
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With the tide now at half ebb, it would be eight ho urs before it would be possible to enter 
Padstow. The crew were already suffering from their  long ordeal with the sea and so Coxswain 
England decided to try to rehouse. 
There was a certain amount of shelter from the nort h west at the foot of the slip and the wind 
had moderated to gale, force 8, to strong gale, for ce 9, by the time the lifeboat arrived at 
18.10hrs, but there was still a heavy run on the bo athouse slipway.  
 
Coxswain England found the keelway on his first att empt but the lifeboat ranged 30 feet up and 
down the slipway and the haul-up span was damaged b y the keel. The lifeboat was then held 
clear on her engines and breasting ropes for 30 min utes while the spare span was fitted and 
the winch wire re-flaked by the launchers who were at times being submerged up to their 
necks.  
Coxswain England put her back on the slipway, again  at the first attempt and, though ranging 
and thumping very hard. she was hauled clear at 190 0. No damage had been sustained except 
that to her bow when alongside the casualty and she  was reported ready for service again at 
20.00hrs. 

For this service a bar to his silver medal was awar ded to Coxswain Trevor R. England and 
the thanks of the Institution inscribed on vellum w ere accorded to Second Cox-swain/Assistant 
Mechanic Richard J. Tummon, Motor Mechanic Horace E . Murt, Emergency Mechanics Arthur J. 
May and Peter J. Poole and Crew Members Sidney P. P orter, Alan C. Tarby and Edward L. 
Hicks. The thanks of the Institution inscribed on v ellum were also accorded to each of the slip-
way helpers: Head Launcher Patrick N. Rabey, Shore Attendant John W. S. Thomas, Assistant 
Winchman William J. Tucker and Shore Helpers Ian W.  Macer, Timothy P. Lloyd, Ian G. Kendall, 
Stewart Porter and Frederick W. Norfolk. A vellum s ervice certificate was presented to Winch-
man Ernest R. Bennett. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The James and Catherine McFarlane and the tanker ‘S kopelos Sky’  1979 
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125 YEARS-A LIFEBOATING FAMILY  
 

This year (2008) marks 125 years of lifeboat crew s ervice for the England family in four consecu-
tive generations. Robert England was the first to j oin in 1883 and was followed by his brother  
Nathaniel (Michael’s Great Grandfather) in 1894. Ro bert England was known as Captain Bob and 
served on the crew for some 16 years until 1899. 
 Nathaniel was a member of the crew of the ill-fate d Arab lifeboat on the night of the James  
Stevens disaster. A large sea knocked most of the c rew of the Arab overboard. They all managed 
to get back aboard but had lost most of their oars.  The Arab was veered down towards the rocks 
and the anchor warp was cut at the last moment. All  of the crew of the Arab made it ashore but 
there were only three survivors from the crew of th e ill-fated James Stevens. 
In 1911 Nathaniel was one of the crew that went out  on the lifeboat to rescue the crew of the ‘Island 
Maid’ on the doom bar. Another vessel, the ‘Angele’  was also in distress nearby. The Coxswain  
decided that he wanted to take the first survivors ashore before attempting the second rescue. On 
return to station the crew refused to return to sea  as the tide was going out. A relief crew was  
assembled and put to sea. By the time they got to t he wreck it was submerged and only the  
Captain was saved. 
 
The records show that Nathaniel was on the crew of the steam Lifeboat Helen Peele for many years 
and its Captain for a time was Mr F.Andrew who was a relative of Wendy England (Trevor’s Wife). 
He was on the crew for the ‘Smiling thro’ rescue in  1924 and served until 1928 giving in total 32 
years of service.  He was also awarded two vellums from the Royal Humane Society for the rescue 
of two persons from drowning in the quay on two sep arate occasions. 
Nathaniel had several children but only two of his sons saw any Lifeboat service. His eldest son 
William John is recorded as going out on a call out  in 1933 and his brother Cyril joined the crew in 
1934. His last recorded service was in 1935 on the Princess Mary Lifeboat. His time was cut short 
due to ill health as he suffered from asthma. 
Cyril had two children and the oldest; Trevor joine d the crew in 1957. His first shout was onboard 
the Joseph Hiram Chadwick, under the command of Cox swain John Tallack Murt. In 1969 Trevor 
became 2 nd Coxswain and in the following year became 2 nd Cox/Asst Mech until 1978. While at sea 
on the 7 th of December 1976 the Lifeboat was hit by a sea as it rounded Trevose, which stove in the 
wheelhouse windows. Several of the crew were injure d by the impact and from the broken glass. 
Trevor assumed command and brought the boat safely back to station offering to return to sea 
with a new crew. This proved to be unnecessary as i t turned out to be a hoax call.  In 1977 he was 
awarded his first silver medal for the service to t he yacht ‘Calcutta Princess’. 
 
In 1978 he became full time Coxswain following the retirement of Tony Warnock. The Fastnet yacht 
race of 1979 was a busy time for many Lifeboats and  Trevor was awarded a framed letter of  
appreciation from the RNLI for services on the 14 th and 15 th of August. The Lifeboat was at sea for 
18 hours in gale force conditions giving help to th ree yachts. 
Trevor’s second silver medal came with the service to the Skopelos Sky on the 15 th of December 
1979. The Lifeboat stood by the Greek freighter, wh ich had lost all power off Trevose until all the 
crew had been taken off by helicopter. The conditio ns were among the worst in living memory with 
the wind reaching hurricane force and phenomenal se as.  There is a full report on this service  
elsewhere in this newsletter. 
A further letter of appreciation from the RNLI came  in 1989 with the service to the ‘Cecil Japan’ a 
cargo vessel that had grounded on rocks at Deadmans  cove, in a storm force wind and very rough 
seas. Both the Padstow and St.Ives lifeboats anchor ed and stood by while the crew were airlifted 
to safety. 
In 1992 Trevor received the British Empire Medal (B EM) for services to the RNLI with the presenta-
tion-taking place in Padstow harbour. 
Trevor retired from the crew on his 55 th birthday on the 24 th of July 1993 after 38 years of service. 
Trevor’s son Michael joined the crew in 1987 first serving on the slip and then on the boat under 
his Father as a crewmember and emergency mechanic. In 1992 he became 2 nd mechanic, a position 
he held until becoming full time mechanic in 2003. He received a letter of thanks from the RNLI for 
the service to the yachts Coresande and Fly on the 25th of June 2007. Michael’s son Matthew is 
named after Matt Lethbridge, the retired Coxswain o f St.Marys, Isles of Scilly. Matt was a good 
friend of Trevor’s and the England family who spent  many holidays there. With any luck Matthews 
interest will continue when he is older and he will  make it 5 generations-but there is no pressure!! 
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                                          Joseph En gland 
                                                       I 
     Robert (Captain Bob) England      Nathaniel (N at) England 1894-1928 
       1883-1899                                                                     I 
                                                                    Cyril England 1934-1935 
                                                                             I 
                                                                  Trevor England 1957-1993 
                                                                             I 
                                                                            Michael England 1987- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Jim’ll Fixit 
Last week we had a visitor, a young man, who told us that the last time he had visited the Boathouse was 
20 years ago when his Dad wrote to Jimmy Saville to fix it for him to go on a lifeboat. 
Neil West is 28 now and can still remember the day! We had some pictures on the computer taken that 
day which we able to show him. 
As I remember it was not a very nice day, the 24th January 1988, strong south-westerly wind and a rough 
sea. I'm not sure Neil or his Father enjoyed it that much if the truth was known! 
The Divisional Inspector was John Unwin, now retired, and he went on the show in London to present Neil 
with his badge.  

 

 

Trevor England in foreground 
talking to Jim’ll Fixit it        
contestant a young Neil West. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nat England Trevor England 

Michael England 
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Shout Report 

Thursday 22nd November 15.25 UTC  
A brand new motor cruiser on its delivery trip to I reland started taking in water 22 miles west of 
Trevose Head. A helicopter with a pump was scramble d and the Lifeboat launched to assist. The 
crew of the vessel were able to cope with the flood ing using manual pumps and the Lifeboat       
escorted her back to the safety of Padstow Harbour.   

 
Padstow Fundraising Guild– Treasurer Ed McCann writ es 
 
Fundraising in 2007 
 
The Fundraising Guild had a very successful year in  2007 and in many respects it was back to 
business as usual, after a very hectic 2006, when a dditional events and sponsorship was directed 
towards raising funds for the new boathouse. Whilst  the new boathouse fund has not ‘officially’ 
been closed by Headquarters in Poole, the income di rected through Padstow Guild has now dimin-
ished to a very low level. 
 
At the joint Fundraising Guild AGM and Supporters m eeting on 18 th February 2008 the financial re-
ports for 2007 were presented and a net fundraising  income of £49956.23 advised. 
 
Fundraising in 2008 
 
At the AGM, the recent retirement of RNLI gold badg e holder Joan Lowe was announced. Joan has 
tirelessly supported Padstow lifeboat fundraising o n the committee since 1985 and felt it was time 
to stand down. Her contribution over this time has been outstanding and at the AGM she was pre-
sented with a bouquet of flowers by the committee.    
 
At the time of writing we have started the year in traditional fashion with Egg Rolling on Easter 
Sunday. The very unsettled weather was kind enough to stay dry but the variable school  holidays 
conspired to give us a lower turnout than normal. F ortunately, the contingent of adults who de-
cided to take part ensured a lively and enjoyable e vent! With Easter being later in 2009 we should 
be back to full capacity again. 
 
A separate ‘Programme of Fundraising Events for 200 8’ is included with this newsletter and any 
further information on any of the events can be obt ained from Brian Wood, Hon Secretary on   
01841-533059. Additional events are planned which w ill be advertised as the dates are identified.  
 
Padstow Lifeboat Station is supported solely by vol untary contributions and we will be very 
pleased to welcome you at any of our events. 

 
 
 
Padstow’s Kernow Players Theatre clowns help collec t 
money at the recent Egg Rolling event.  This is an annual 
event dating back to when the late Eddie and Esme D orman 
who were the then owners of Cross House, decided to  raise 
funds for the lifeboat.   
  
Though Easter was early this year, the weather cold  and not 
quite as many people around this still generated a great sum 
of £750. 
 
 
 
(Photo courtesy of the Cornish Guardian) 
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