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Welcome T to the Spring edition of our
station newsletter.

With a fairly quiet winter behind us we
look forward to what will no doubt be
another busy season.

You will read in the newsletter that Mary
Taylor has been made a RNLI Life
Governor for her services to the RNLI.
Also Mike Fox has been awarded a gold
badge for his involvement with Padstow
Lifeboat over several years.
Congratulations to Mary and Mike from
everyone at Padstow Lifeboat Station.

Thank you to everyone who has contrib-
uted to this edition. We have had a lovely
letter and photo from one of our support-
ers which you will read further in.

If you have any comments about this
newsletter or have a story or any
photographs that you think may be of
interest then please contact me at the
address below or by email.

Sue Norfolk
Padstow Lifeboat Press Officer

Boslandew, 27 Church Lane, Padstow
PL28 8AY.

Email:suen@paadstow -lifeboat.org.uk
or visit the website on
www.padstow -lifeboat.org.uk

Station News

Thankfully this winter has been a quiet one
for us. The cold weather did cause us a
few problems getting to the station, a
forecast of very heavy snow in January
made us decide to take the Lifeboat into
Padstow to her mooring in the Pool.

We launched in snow and decided to
investigate a Belgian beam trawler shelter-
ing behind the Gulland. The poor skipper
must have thought we were the fisheries
patrol as he was very quick to point out
that he had not been fishing. No offers of
fish were forthcoming so we carried on
into the river! The boat stayed in the river
over the weekend but the snow never
came, instead the forecast changed to SE
gales, the worst direction for the river, so
we mustered again on the Monday and
returned the boat to her station.

The Spirit of Padstow had to return to Plymouth in
November for some repairs to her engine exhaust;
on the return trip we encountered some poor
weather that meant that we could not swap boats.
When the weather fined away we went to the boat-
house to prepare the relief boat and just as we got
all the equipment off her we had a call to go to
Watergate Bay to help in the search for a missing
person. We hurriedly replaced all the kit and
launched to help. Luckily the man was soon
located and the cliff rescue team carried out an
excellent rescue.

So far this year we have only had one call, this
turned out to be a waste of time as the vessel in
difficulties was off St Ives not Trevose Head!

An easy mistake to make with modern navigation
aids!

As you will read elsewhere we have one addition to
the crew and two people have left during the
winter.

Our recent SOS day, held at the Institute, was a
great success. The total raised was slightly down
on the previous year but it was well supported by
the people of Padstow. I don
hold on to the title for the best day as many other
stations got involved this year.

In our weekly practice launches we have been
concentrating on Search and Rescue techniques
using the new system that has been adopted by all
RNLI lifeboats.

To help us we have been donated, by the manufac-
turers, a Sea Marshall personal locator beacon.
This is a radio transmitter that sends out a signal,
which we are able to track
ment. This enables us to set a dummy adrift and
leave it for an hour in the knowledge that should
our searching be unsuccessful we can always
retrieve the dummy. Finding the dummy also helps
us to identify where we went wrong!

This year we are increasing the number of days we
bring the boat into Padstow, the first time being
during the Easter holidays, hopefully it will be as
good as last year.

These visits are only possible due to the commit-
ment of our volunteer crewmembers that give up
their time freely to help raise funds. Their efforts
are very much appreciated.

Alan Tarby -Coxswain

, (Cngratularfonsy.

*HAPPY 80TH BIRTHDAY TO
MARY TAYLOR*
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Chairmanbés Message

Winter is almost over and although shouts have been infrequent the crew still turn out in the dark
and the cold for training most weeks. Think of the

Gywnet hés team are ready oO6for the seasond which get
support any event either with just your presence or as a helper.

The visit of the Duke of Kent was one of the highlights of the past year. He is a very knowledge-
able and well informed person who was also was interested in all aspects of Padstow life including
Mayday.

I will end by wishing you all a healthy and prosperous 2010 and pass my congratulations to Mary
Taylor and Mike Fox on their awards.

John Stephens.
-0-0-0-

LOMO6s Report

Having been LOM for almost three years | have consistently asked, in the Newsletter, for female
volunteer crew members. I dondét think it was beca
pleased to inform you that we have at | ong | ast A
provisional female crew member Dee Hoskins. She is very keen and her training is going well. We

wish her well and hope that before long she may be joined by other female crew members.

us
br

Since the last Newsletter we have seen two of our crew leave the service due to their work
commitments so best wishes and good luck go to Andrew Stephens and Tom Barrea.
Congratulations are in order for Ryan Masters and Chris Gamble in being upgraded from
Provisional ALB (All Weather Lifeboat) crew to full ALB crew status.

I would like to mention that serving the lifeboat at Padstow is all about commitment. The crew
commit to at least twelve call outs or exercises in a year. At Padstow most of the crew do much
more than the minimum hence we can launch on exercise almost every week throughout the year.

Commit ment comes from the Guild members and all wh o
that | could mention them all - they are the unsung heroes.

The commitment | am more au fait with is that of the DLA (Deputy Launching Authority). At

Padstow we have four DLAs, Steve Hughes, Nick Billing, John Stephens and myself. The DLA is

normally the first contact of HM Coastguard and it is him, the DLA, that sanctions a launch of the

lifeboat.

We split the week up into three shifts. Normally Nick will log on at 0800 hours on Monday morning

and be on call day and night until Steve takes over from him on Thursday morning. | take over from

Steve on Saturday morning and am in the chair until we start again on Monday. John is used to

help us out and stands in for holidays and providin
always give me a weekend off. When on duty should any of us wish to leave Padstow we first must

get one of our colleagues to cover for us.

My thanks go to all three and of course to Alan and Michael for their dedication throughout the
year.

Trevor Platt -LOM
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MECHANI C6S NEWS

There is very little to report since our last newsletter. We have been very quiet on the rescue front

but our exercise |l aunches for training are held wee
pace for Oliver Vivian and Steve Swabey. They are all looking forward to progressing and spending

time at the Lifeboat College in Poole.

Steve has recently returned from completing his Level 1 Engineering course and is due to go on

his level 2 course in the summer. Congratulations go to Thomas Norfolk for completing all his

exams to become a fully registered gas safe plumber. It is always handy to have a plumber about!

As you will have read elsewhere in the newsletter we have taken on our first Female Crewmember.
Dee is proving to be very keen and enthusiastic about her training. She is also coping very well
with the rest of us, a very daunting prospect! | have been assisting with her training and | am sure
that she will do well and be proud of her achievements.

By the time that you read this | wild.l be back from
new Tamar Class Lifeboat. This will be a chance for the Coxswain and 2 "d Coxswain to spend some
6hands on6é time at sea before they receive their ne
Back in January | spent a day in Plymouth with our old mate Dave Milford the Plymouth Coxswain.

Balti moreds Tyne class had been on repair in the Do
compass adjustment. Luke Chown came with me to make up the crew complement and have a day

out. This also meant that | am 2 Tyne Lifeboats away from setting foot on the whole fleet of 40

boats. | suppose that this means that some of you may consider me to be a total spotter, but |

dondot carel! !

Mike England -Mechanic
-0-0-0-

From the Lifeboat Archives

Youngsters in Command

The Divisional Inspector (S.W) agreed to the following wording for the Lifeboat Journal.

OA service to a yacht in strong winds was carried o
Saturday 25 ™ April (1992). Nothing surprising in this of course, but as acting Coxswain Paul
Masters had just celebrated his 24 ™ birthday and acting Mechanic Michael England was barely 20

years old ités a credit to them and good for the RN
The service was to the O6Pietad a 27ft yacht. The cr
had nearly gone onto the rocks. The weather conditions were S.W 6 -8 with a 3 -4 M swell.

The Lifeboat crew on this occasion were: P.Masters, M.England, E.Hicks, M.Walker, R.Pitman,
P.Rojano & J.Nicholas.
Coxswain Trevor England was on | eave and Mechanic J
The Lifeboat was launched and on finding the casualty escorted it in to Padstow in the early hours
of the following morning.
-0-0-0-

RNLI Lifequard News

Lifeguard recruitment is complete for North Cornwall and we have about a 96% return rate. The
Constantine Lifeguard Unit will be in place by week ending 19 March. Constantine, Harlyn and

Polzeath will be open for the Easter B/H weekend, Then close and re -open on the 1st May. Looking
forward to another busy but we hope a sunny summer!

Bobby Renauld
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Shout Report 2009/10

Sunday 25 ™ October 11.30 UTC

The Tug 6DMS Worl ddé suffered a complete electrical

She had lost all navigational equipment and required assistance to get into Padstow. The Lifeboat
launched and escorted her to safe anchorage in the estuary.

Friday 06 " November 17.45 UTC

Just as we were preparing to launch to change over boats we were tasked to go to Watergate bay
where a person had been reported missing. Shortly after launching we learned that the man had
been located, by a helicopter, at the bottom of the cliffs just south of Watergate bay. Owing to the
height of the cliffs the helicopter was unable to reach man and it was feared that he would be
swept away by the incoming tide. Both the Newquay lifeboats were also on scene but the were also
unable to reach the man because of the rocky foreshore. A member of the Newquay cliff rescue
team was lowered down the cliff and was able to reach the man. Both were then hauled up the cliff
to safety.

Tuesday 16 ™ February 02.34 UTC

We were launched to the assistance of an ex -naval patrol boat, which had suffered engine failure
10 miles NW of Trevose Head. After launching we contacted the Coastguard for an updated posi-
tion. This put the vessel 8 miles N of St Ives!! It seems that the initial position given by the vessel
was incorrect. We returned to station and the St Ives Lifeboat was launched to tow the vessel into
St Ives.

-0-0-0-

Members of the Padstow lifeboat crew with the
Royal Marine Band during a
fundraiser at Prideaux Place

-0-0-0-

O Hel

*EGG ROLLING 2010 EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 4TH*
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